4 
— dit te 


a © 


IJ 


* 


* 


2 


* 1 


Fs 
A. x 
. 


"x 


© 4 0 


4 
* 
e A 28 | 

0 * yt gt 


=_— * 
9 


-» I, 1 
. > 
„ * 
"£3 gt 423 
* 


2 1 X * ee PSY : 4 *S 


# 
. 4 a 2 0s 
g 6 8 7 - * 1 4 * N 4 I Gs 2 8 1 CI mn 4 es 1 - s o * Woh A" i 1 * * — - * 4 * * + 2 Ir 
R | . $9 "HET N 2 * 22 . A rr 
— * 1 2 PR" ad _ * 2 ye $5. ; ; * 4 . 2 1 7 - 2 * 1 * 4 I . « , 
SPEC HET. ns 45 4 ES, N EI : „ r 93 * 
1 8 * . * mo * : +. 7 -— : LA A IE. wn = 4 + $5; $1 5 I x g 2 2 
r IF Ip 3% . "I r 3 2 ICE RIS. : | 
r S 4 


* 


* 


3 


6 
— 
a. 


2 


as a ab 9 


. 


* 
* 
- 


$4 4 * , 
þ * 
8 
Bs 
8 28 1 5 * 


A 


EIN ING 


IRS 


23 >” ha - ; 


wet * nenn 
, Y ENS. % = 25 
N A 


34 4 [ud 


le 40: give mes Negra 
ſequently of Ne N Fg 
Snare wh ted ne 9 
ab Year. Are re 


Wy — the derm 
Gon n ale the hike Breachys 
Friend; a. 
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 coldly, bad I writ upon it many Years ago, 
-  - when I was untaugbt in the School of Aﬀitt ion, 
und knew nothing of fuch' ee gs thit 
"but by Sheculation or Refort': Ho muchile/s 
could db it, when Gov had: touched mi" in % 
tener a Part, and (to allude 10 4 celebrated an- 
mien Stony. ) culled me out to appt ar vn u publick 
SBͤlage, as with an Urn in my Hund, which dun- 
1 Yained the Hftes of my own C“ (yh, 
n, ſuch a Jad Situation Parents, at h, . 
ill forgive the Tears'of # Parent, and %, 
Meltings o, Soul which over flow in the\'follmw- 


— 


* 


1 5 5 j 
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- 'Gop, "T can ruh Jay, they gave me a ford and 
 fibſantial Relief," 4 Gender 0 Shock of - Sorrow, 
"Which avould been 16 hawk broken" my Spirits. 
On ny o Experience, therefore, T would re- 
=_ Ain them to others; in the lite Condition- 
mu let ni intreat in ry Friends und Follow-Sup- 
= Nerers to member, Hud It 1s not a low Degree 
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to forbear taking it, by eg Degree at hea 
Kindly; that the G0 whim we Jove and, 


in ioboſe Friendſh; 3 


br Poul 4 what, to Senſe, ſeems. fo 

unfriendly g Part: That 2. pot 
Child; and if a Child, that Child; and if hat 
bill, at . at "bes and") at that Age, with 
this or "that. particular ircumftance, 9 ch 
ſeems the very Contrivance of rang to add 


double Anguiſb to the Wound ; and all this, when 


. be could fo eafily have recalled it; when we now 
"bim to have done it for Jo many. others ; 4 5 


we e fo. earneſtly de efired it; when we ſought it an 7 
ſuch Importunity, 


ll this, be ſhould tear it away with an inen 
ble: Hand, and leave us, it may be for a ph 


under the Load, without any extraordinary. W 


forts and Supports, to balance: fo grievous a Try- 
al----In. theſe Circumſtances, not only to, juſtify, 


but. to ghrify. Gov. in alh----chearfully to. JSub- 
ſeribe.to bis. Will, ----cordially, to approve it a 


merciful and gracious,---ſo as-to be ablexto-ſay, 


as" the. pious: and excellent Arrbbiſbop of Cam- 


— did, 'nvhen bis Royal Pupil, and tbe Hopes 


LA a-Nation were taken away , Tf there ned. 
ed no more than to move & Straw.to-bring.him 

0 60 Life again, I would not do it, ſince ibbe 
Divine Pleaſure is otherwiſe Tit this 
: * difficult Leſſen indeed; la Chr pa 


; * , 
- = 
To : bas 
1 4 © ca * 1 
v _ 1 + - 
: 2 —— 
\ | 1 
* * 5 * „ — 
a „ 


4 The Duke y Brgy ah 5 ue . 329• 


Bl r 
fo eaſy HP If every e 0 — 


d take away a | 


"and yet, as we Ee, _ 
ſo much Subn on foo ; ---That, OI NE — 


4 


: im mt and 2 eee w 
= "ut 7 Rl | | 


j : "Es 


Hans 22 5 e wwe are 


d e ee eee eagle 


wi 


N . 


e fog 1 
5 wh Diſcourje a cooling . 
ening 445 * ich ma .  Jaward 
Heat and ere with whic h, ins Cafe 
3 our, the Hea 7 bs | ». inflamed a 

1 commend it, ta 10 7 
ing » ' the great Aci ; 
ro take up Its Man 
155 Player” Nollen for Hs! 
v. Groſvenor's Mourner ; n which, 5 


EEE 


25 


5 | ; | 5 Rehih, be ng d lea) to add Sir V Mam 


1 75 | 
5-wbich, in t ent 
Strains and Styles, £raki bar heb. 


ES ft which eur Language, 
or, perhaps, any other, for proce] oper 


IR 4 6 5 C74 ©Vy:- RL 
"As 


for this Hittle Piece 


of mine, T queſtion 

Sermons, it 
will. ſoon Be worn out and forgot. But inthe 
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a F timen of "many others. 3 yo 
1 Ab 6b it J aur Friends that -knew ber, ſbe 
ee received diralioms to different: Plates at be. ſame 
5 Nine; and when 1 once aſted ber, on ſurbi un Occaſion, 


|” what male every Body love her. ſo well; ſhe anſtver d 
me, (with that Simplicity and Spirit, cokioh alas charm'd 
mee too much, ) Indeed, Pappa, I cannot think, unleſs 
i be becauſe I love every Body. A Sentiment obvious 


1590 the Underflanding of a Child, yet not unworthy we 
Fo. Refleflionof the wiſe Man 5 | 
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| Train of various Afflictions, that we may be able Roy 
comfort them who. are in the like Trouble, with thoſe 
 Conſolations with-which we have'ourſelves been comforts 


ed of GOD. And, if we have the Temper which 


becomes our Office, it will greatly reconcile us to 


our Trials, to conſider, that from our weeping 


Eyes, and our bleeding Hearts, a Balm may be 


extracted to heal the Sorrows of others, and a 
Cordial to revive their fainting Spirits. May we 
never be left to ſink under our Burden, in 158 a 


manner, that there ſhould be room, after all that 


We have boaſted of the Strength of religious Sup- 


Boe 5 * to apply to us the Words of Elipba to Fob ©, 


engthin'd 'the weak Hanis, and upheld him 


; : ibat . — fall; but now: 15 0 come upun thee, 


9 * „ : 


and thou fainteſt ;, it touches thee, and thou art troubled! 
May we never behave, as if tbe Conſolations of GOD 


were Hua e; leſt it ſhould be as "when a Standard- 


Bearer fainteth'®, and whole Companies of Soldi 
are, thrown into Confuſion and Diftre! 


My Friends. you are Witneſſes for me, w_ i | 


| have not ſtood. by as an unconcerned Spectator 


amidft the Deli dons of your reſpective Families. 
when Gop's awful Hand hath been lopping « 
thoſe tender Branches from them, which were ofice 


| Mi common Hope and Delight. I have often 


my. Soul in the ſtead of yours, and endeayout'd 


70. Live ſuch 4 Turn to my publick as well as my 


private Diſcourſes, as might be a means of com- 


ofing and cheating your Minds, and forming you 
3 fubmifive Temper, that vou might be ſubjet? 
# the Father 27 Spirits,, and live . In this View I 
have, at di rent Times, largely inſiſted on the 
di of Aaron, who held his peate t, When his 


tx two eldeſt Sons N ſtruck dead i in a 1 54 


, > ii £ 1 Sh 
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Fire from the Lord, which deſtroyed them in the, 
very Act of their Sin; and I have alſo repreſented 


| that of Job, who, whed the Death of ten Children” 


by one Blow was added to the Spoil of his great 


Poſſeſſions, could ſay, The Lord gave, and the Lord 


hath taken away ;, bleſſed be the Name of the Lord®. 
The Inſtance which is here before us, is not in- 
deed ſo memorable as theſe; but to preſent Cir- 
cumſtances it is, in many Reſpects, more ſuitable: 
And it may the rather deſerve our Notice, as it 
ſhews us * Wiſdom, Compoſure, and Piety of 
one of the weaker and tenderer Sex, on an Occa- 
ſion of ſuch aggravated Diſtreſs, that had Aaron or 


ob behaved juſt as ſhe did, we muſt have, ac- 


nowledged, that they had not ſunk beneath the 4 


Dignity of their Character, nor appear*d W 7 . . 


of our Applauſe, and our Imitation, | 
Ix RED there may be ſome Reaſon to imagine, 
that i it was with Deſign to humble thoſe who are 


in diſtinguiſh'd Stations of Life, and who have 


2 Advantages and Obligations to excel in 
eligion, that Gop has ſhewn us in Scripture, as 

well as in common Life, ſome bright Examples of 
Piety, where they could hardly have been ex- 
pected in ſo great a Degree; and hath, as it were, 
perfeted Praiſe out of the Mouths of Babes aud Suck- 
bngs', Thus when Zacharias *, an aged Prieſt, 


—— 
8 


doubted the Veracity of the Angel which appeared { 


to aſſure him of the Birth of his Child, which was 
to be N in an ordinary Way ; Mary, an 
JS Virgin, could believe a far more 
unexamp wy vent, and faid, with humble Faith 
and thankful Conſent, Behold the Hand-ninid of the 


Lord, be it unlo me according to thy Ward). . Jann 


the e tho“ favour'd with, ſuch immediate 


N . K 7 Revelatiogs, | 


. je HY 19. 


2 [ 4 1 
| Revelations, 404 0 lately delivered, in a mira- 
chlous Way, from the very Belh if Hell a, Was 
1 into a moſt indecent N Thknſorr of Paſſion, . | 
Wer of a Gourd ; fo that he preſumed 
Bell. e Almighty to his Face, chat be td well 
t angry even into Death ® ; Whereas this pious 
1 preſerves tlie Calmneſs and Serenity of her 
r, when ſhe had loſt a Child, a Son, an only 
3 or who had been given beyond all natural 
. Jope, and therefore to be ſure was ſo much the 
| . _dearer, and the Expectation from him ſo much 
= . Þ6 higher. Yer are theſe Expeftations daſh'd al. 
= moſt in a Moment; and this, when he was 
= up to an Age when Children are peculiarly! 'enter- 
x taping; for he was old enough t6 be wich his Fa- 
1 ther i in the Field, where no doubt he was divert - 
= ing him with his "fond Prattle; yet he was not too 
big to be laid an bis Mother's Nuts o, when he came 
home complaining of his Head; 1 that he was 
probabl about five or ſix Tears old. This ainia- 
le Child was well in the Morning, and dead by 
Noon; a pale Corpſe in his Mother's Arms! and 
e now lay dead" in the Houſe ; and yet. the had the 
Faith, and the, Goodneſs to ſay, ( It is well,” 
a Tas good Woman had Wort che t 
8 2 iteful for all the Favours he had. received 
at. r where ſhe had from time to no 
;accommodated. him in his Journies, and thou 
It an Honour per, than an Incumbrance. 
Had experienced the Power of his Prayers, in . 
wer k. to hich the Child had been given; and tis 
tremely. probable, chat ſhe alſo fecollected the 
Mix acle w ich Eljjab had wrought a few Tears 
5 fore,” 1 tho; till that Time the ike had not been 182 
"Known i in Macl, or on Earth; I mean, in raifirlg : 
8 "from the Dead che pony of 1 Widow of *® 
3 he” 4 FAR _ Sortpta, 
5 Meh, 2: / ® Ibid iy, g. *.4 Kids 1 18, % 
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Sorepta?, who had nouriſhed him during the Fa- 


mine. She might therefore think it a 


Caſe, that the Miracle might be renewed; ar leaſt; - 
ſhe knew not how to comfort herſelf better, than 
a Friend, and aſleing his 


by going do lo 
Counſels and his Prayers, to enable her to bear 
her Afffiction, if it muſt not be removed 

AccoRDINGLY ſhe haſted to him; and he, on 
the other fide, diſcovered the Temper of à real 


Friend, in the Meſſage with which he ſent Cb 


his Servant to meet her, «while ſhe was yet afar off. 
The Moment ſhe appeared, the Concerns: of her 


whole: Family ſeem to have come into his kind 


Heart at once, and he particularly .afks, 7s at tuell 
muh tbee? Is it well with thine 
with the Child ? A beautiful Exam 


habitually bear about in their 
ſhould be awakened bytevery Sight ofithems; b 
expreſſed'on every proper Oecaſion. 
Ha Anfwer was very remarkable: She fd; 15 
it well. Perhaps ſhe meant this, to divertithe. more 
_ ' particular Enquiry of the Servant; as ſhehad before 


made che fame Anfwer to her Hulband, chen he 
had examined into the Reaſon of her intended 
Journey, as probably not knowing of 'the1fad 
Which ad been made: Sbe 4 15 er; 
cn ens a eivil way of — —— | 


that he would 560 lie any more particular 


ſtions. But I eannot ſee any Reäſon to treſttain 
"the Words to "this Meaning alone: We thave 
e Wn”; aud eee 5 


5 2 — 428 I 7c in log, * : _— 


8 from the Piety ſhe 


Adam? I it e 
le of that affet. 
tionate Care for the Perſons and Families uf their | 
Friends, which Chriſtian Miniſters: (who, like the 
Prophets of old, are called Mn 17 Gal Gods: p_ 


IF 


Which ſhe had of f improving in Religion by the 
frequent Converſe: of that holy Man, - that when 
ſhe, uſed. this Language, ſhe intended thereby to 
expreſs her Reſignation to the Divine Will in what 
had lately paſs'd : And this might be the Mean- 
ing of her Heart, (tho' one ignorant of the Par- 
ticulars of her Caſe, might not fully underſtand it 
from ſuch ambiguous Words ; ) I is well on the 
„ hole. Though my Family . be afflicted, we 

are afflicted in Faithfulneſs; thoꝰ my dear Babe 

te be dead, yet my Heavenly Father is juſt, and 
he is good in all. He knows how to bring 

“ Glory to himſelf, and Advantage to us, from 

* this Stroke. Whether this Application do, or 

«© do not ſucceed, whether the Child be, or be 

not reſtored, it is ſtill well; ell with him, and 

* well with us; for we are in ſuch wiſe and ſuch 

* gracious Hands, that I would not allow one 

<<, murmuring Word, or one repining Thought?” 

So that, on the whole, the Sentiment of this good 
 Shunamite was much the ſame with that of Heze- 

Hab, when he anſwered to that dreadful Threat- 

ning which imported the Deſtruction of his Chil- 

-dren, Good is the Word of the Lord which. he bath 
ſpoken ; or that of Fob, when he heard that all his 
Sons and his Daughters were cruſhed under the 
Ruins of their elder Brother's Houſe, and yet (in the 
fore. cited Words) bleſſed the Name of the Lord. 
Now this is the Femper to which, by divine 
| | Afiſtance,- we ſhould all labour to bring our Own 
Hearts, when Gop; puts this bitter Cup into our 
Hands, and tates away with a Stroke thoſe, dear 

- Little-ones, which were the Defre of, our Eyes*, and 
the Joy of our Hearts. Let us not content our- 
© qelves, in ſuch Circumſtances, with keeping. the Door 
1 if our Lips u, that we break not out into any Inde 


"ace 0 


, 8. EK. Air 16 , 
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cencies of Complaint; let us not attempt to harden 
ourſelves againſt our Sorrows by a. ſtern Inſenſibi- 
lity, or that ſullen Reſolution which ſometimes 
fays, It is a Grief, and 1 muſt bear it ; but let us 
labour, (for a great Labour it will indeed be, ) to com- 
poſe and quiet our Souls, calmly to acquieſce in this 
painful Diſpenſation, nay, cordially to approve it 
as in preſent Circumſtances every Way fit. 

- IT will be the main Buſineſs of this Diſcourte, 
to prove how reaſonable ſuch a Temper is, or to 
ſhew how much Cauſe Chriſtian Parents have to 
borrow the Language of the Text, when their In- 
fant Offspring is taken away, and to ſay with the 
pious Shunamite, in the nobleſt . that her W 
N Nr OY, 15 well. 0 X 


{Ai o here 1 would" more e ſhow, —Ir 
4s well in the general, becauſe Gop does it: —It is 
ſurely well for the pious Parents in particular, be- 
cauſe it is the Work of their Covenant Gop :—They 
may ſee many Reſpects in which it is evidently 
fo, by obſerving what uſeful Leſſons it has a Ten- 
dency to teach them: — And they have Reaſon to 
hope, it is well with thoſe dear Creatures whom | 
'Gop hath removed in their early Days. 


Tus: are furely convincing Reaſons to "the 4 


-Underfanding! Let who can fay, that they ſhall. be 
Reaſons to the Heart? Ariſe, O 60 D, "od plead 
* thine own Gauſe* i in the moſt effectual Manner! 
May thy powerful and gracious Voice appeaſe the 
ſwelling Billows of the Paſſions, and produce a 
_ great and delightful Calm in our Souls, in which 
ve may yet enjoy thee. and ourſelves, tho' a Part 
of 6 our Treaſure be for the pies rally up! 
n ah, t Tun 
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1 lk windy Redken, i bb e 
b d eee G00 2 oil 
Tuts pass d for an unanſwerable Reaſon with 
Dink, 1 pens chm; I opened not wy Mouth, becauſe 
thou Mit ir y, and with good old Zh, under 4 ſe- 
verer Trral than ours, his the Lard, tes bum db as 
ſeemeth good in his And ſhall We Object a- 
gainft the Force of it? Was it a Reaſon to David, 
and to El, and is it not equally ſo to us? Or have 
We any now Right 10 reply againf GO De, which 
thoſe eminent Saints had not?? 
Au kingdom ruleth over all“ 3 aud there is wat fo 


aur Father, but the very Hairs of aur Head are all 


ms number de by him. Can we then 1 9 that our 


dear Children fall anto their Graves without his 


Notice or Interpoſnion ? Did that watchful Eye 
5 2 mow. for the finſt time, 

ep, and an Rnemy lay hold on chat fatal Mo- 
ment to bear away theſe 
Yoon: Joys 


Number and 


Spails, and bu. 
e ey in tie Nuſt ? Did 
Aomne Hand fp —_ 7 Avenues of 
Lie and — 4 its Spri a8, to baffle all 
the Tendernes of the — and all the Skill 
wn pars -Whence/ thoes ſuch a Thought 
hither would it lead? Diſeaſes and 
1 — ganberwr ni =D 2 5 
0 continu ray; Or mne 
t-originaleGauſe. Ehereforei God ſays, Rs 
e 
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* Children of Men k. And what ſhall we fay ? A 


not the Ahn dati of his Providence wiſe and 


good? Can we teach him Knowledse |? Can we tax 


im with Injuſtice? Shall the Moſt High Gop 
learn of us how to govern the World, and be in- 
ſtructed by our Wiſdom when to remove his Crea- 
tures from one State of Being to another? Or do 
we imagine that his Adminiſtration, in the gene- 
ral Right and Good, yaries when he comes to 
touch our Bone and our Hleſb *? Is that the ſecret 


Language of our Soul, „That it is well, others 


« ſhould drink of the Cup, but not We; that any 
« Families but ours ſhould be broken, and any 


Hearts but ours ſhould be 'wounded ?*” Who 
might not claim the like Exemption? and what 


would become of the Divine Government in gene- 
ral; or where would be his obedient Ho 
from his Creatures, if each ſhould begin to com- 


| plain, as ſoon as it comes to his own Turn to ſuf. 
fer? Much fitter is it for us to conclude, that our 
own Afflictions may be as reaſonable as thoſe 


of others; that amidſt all the Clouds and Dark. 
neſs of his preſent Diſpenſation, Righteouſneſs and 
Judgment are the Habitation of bis Throne"; and, in 
a word, that if ig well, becauſe Gop hath done it. 


It ſits the general Scheme of the Divine Provi- 


dence, and to an obediegt ſubmiſſive Creature that 


| 8 24 be enough 3 but i it is far from being all. For, 


II. Prous Parents, under luck a Difpenſation, 


may conclude it is well for them in particular, 
— becauſe he, who hath done | it, is their Co. 55 


venant Gop. 


Tris is the great Promiſe, to which all the 


Sun under the On and New Teſtament. are 
C 1 Heirs, 


Faul. xe. 3. Job xx. 22, bid. ü. 5. 1 


1 2,4 


: [ 79] 
Heirs, I will be to them a God, and they foolt be to me @ 
People m: And if we are intereſted in it, the happy 
Conſequence is, that we being his, all our Con- 
cerns are his alſo ; all are humbly reſigned to him, 
and graciouſly adminiſter'd by him, —and in- 
comparably better Bleſſings, beſtowed and ſecured, 
than any which the moſt afflictive Providence can 
remove. 
Ie we have any Share in this everlaſting Cove- 
nant, all that we are or have, muſt, of courle, 
1 have been /olelnnly ſurrender d to Gap, And this is a 
—- Thought peculiar y applicable to the Caſe imme - 
W  diately in view, “Did I not,” may the Chriſtian, 
= in ck a fad Circumſtance, generally ſay, © did L 
« not, in a very ſolemn Manner, bring this my. 
„ Child to God ; in Baptiſm, and in Ordi- 
„ nance recognize his Right to it? 1 
<. with all humble Subjeftion to the Father 5 
rita , and Father of Mercies e, lay it down at his 
Feet, perhaps with an express, at leaſt to 3 
<« ſure with a tacit Conſent, that it ſhould be dif-. 
<« poſed of by him, as his infinite Wiſdom and 
« Goodneſs ſhould dire&, whether for Life or for 
% Death? And am I now to complain of him, 
<«<. becauſe he has removed not only a Creature of 
« his own, but one of the Children of his Family? 
Or ſhall I pretend, after all, to ſet up a Claim 
<« in Oppoſition to his? A Heathen Parent, even 
0 Rem the Light of Nature, might have learn'd 
_«. fileat Submiſſion: How much more then a 
s Chriſtian Parent, who bath preſented his Child 
% to Go in this initiatory Ordinance; and per- 
WW *© haps alſo many a time, both before and ſince, 
i < hath preſented himſelf at the Table of the Lord! 
WW 8 Her I not were When! that Cup of Bleſſings, 
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[$15] 1 
« with a declared Reſolution of accepting every 
other Cap how bitter ſoever it might be, which: 
« my heavenly Father ſhould ſee fit to put into m 
Hand r? When J have perhaps felt ſome painful 
e Fore- bodings of what T am nom ſuffering; I 
« have, in my own Thoughts, particularly ſin- 
<> 4 rs out that dear Object of my Cares and my 
pes, to lay it down anew at my Father's 
« Feet, and 4 Lord ibou gaveſt it ny me, and I 
« re/on it to tber; continne,or remove it, as thou pleaſeſt. - 
« And did I chen mean to trifle with Gov ? Did 
6 ** mean in effect to ſay, Lord, mh 

if thou wilt not take it?” 

ErLzcT farther, 1 beſeech ; on yout - 
* Retirements, and think, as ſurely ſome of 
you may, How often have I there been on m 
« Knees before Gop on account of this Child; 
and what was then m Language ? Did 1 tay, - 
Lord, I abſolutely müll on its Recovery; I can- 
« not, on any Terms or any Conſiderations what. 
<« ſoever, bear to think of loſing it? Sure we 
were none of us fo indecently tranſported with the 
fondeſt Paſſion, as to be ſo raſh with our Mouths 
as 10 utter ſuch Things before the Great Gop 4, Such 
Preſumption had deſerv'd a much heavier Puniſh- 
ment than we are now bearing, and, if not re- 
trated, may perhaps ſtil] have it Dad not one 
or another of us rather ſay, Lord, I would hum- 
< bly intreat, with all dhe Submiſſion to thy ſupe- 
« rior Wiſdom and fovereign Pleaſure, that my 
“Child may live; but if it muſt be "otherwiſe, 
% not my Will, but thine be done” ? I and mine are 
« in thine Hand, do with me, and with them, 46 
« ſeemeth good in 'thy * , And do we now 
1 TS 2* 


* Wh 


John xviii. 11 4 Ecclef. v. 2. Mat. xxvi. 39. SO 
* 2 Sam. xv. 26. | Vs oy. 


* * 


N 1 12 go 
blame ourſelves. for this? Would we ata; it 
again, and, if poſſible, take ourſelves and our 
Children. out of his Hands, whom we have ſo of. 
ten owned as all- wiſe and all- gracious, and have 
choſen as our great Guardian and theirs? _ - 
Lux it farther be.conſider'd, it is done by that 
Gop who has accepted of this Surrender, ſo as to 
undertake the Adminiſtration of our Affairs: „ He 
Le is become my Covenant Gop in Chriſt,” may 
or” the Chriſtian ſay; and, in conſequence of that 
„ Covenant, he hath engaged to ma the Con- 
« cerns and Intereſts of his People fo, that all 
<« Things ſhall work togetber for good to them that love 
* e And do I not love him? Anſwer, Oh 
my Heart, doſt thou not loye thy Gop much 
10 CE than all the Bleſſings which Earth can 
* boaſt, or which the Grave hath ſwallowed up? 
% Wouldſt: thou reſign thine Intereſt 1 in him to 
recover theſe precious Spoils, to receive this dear 
Child from the Duſt, a thouſand times fairer 
and ſweeter than before? Rather let Death de- 
„ vour every remaining Comfort, and leave me 
„ alone with him; with whom when I indeed 
am, I miſs not the Creatures, but rather rejoice 
jn their Abſence, as I am then more intire with 
, him whom my Soul loveth. And if I do indeed 
e dlove him, this Promiſe is mine, and all Things, 
and therefore this ſad Event in particular, foal 
work togetber for my. good. Shall I not then fay, 
„It is well? What if it exceeded all the Stretch 
of my. Thoughts, to conceive how it could, in 
_ » any Inſtance, be ſo? What are my narrow Con- 
es ceptions, that they ſhould pretend to circum- 
off nde infinite a Faithfulneſs, and Mer- 
? £6 Cys 2 
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* cy? Let me rather, with Abraham, gre Gl to 1 
« God, and in Hope believe againf s 

Once more; let us conſider how many- e 
able Bleſſings are given us by this Covenant, and 


then judge whether we have not the utmoſt Reaſon 
to acquieſce in ſuch an Event of Providence. If 
« I am in Covenant with God,” may the Believer 
ſay, then he hath pardoned my Sins, and re- 
« newed my Heart, and hath made his bleſſed 
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Spirit dwelling in me, the facred Bond of an | 


everlaſting Union between him and my Soul. 


He is leading me through the Wilderneſs, and | 
will, ere long, lead me out of it to the heavenly. 


Canaan. And how far am I already arrived in 


my. Journey thither, now that I am come to the 


Age of loling a Child! And when Gop hath 
done all this for me, is he raſhly to be ſuf 


pected 
of Unkindneſs? He that ſpared not his om San v, 


he that gave me with him his Spirit and his 


Kingdom, why doth he deny, or why doth he 


© remove, any other Favour? Did he think the 
Life of this Child too great a Good to grant, 


when he thought not Chriſt and Glory too pre- 
cious? Away with that Thought, Oh my un- 
believing Heart, and with every Thought 
which would derogate from ſuch rich amazing 


Grace, or would bring any thing in compariſnn 
with it. Art thou under theſe Obligations to 


him, .and wilt thou yet complain ? With what 
Grace, with what Decency canſt thou diſpute 


this, or any other Matter, with thy Gop ? What 


„ Right have 1 yet to cry any more to the Ning? 
Would any of you, my Brethren, venture to ſay, 


1 What tho? The's Child of Gov, and an Heir 725 | 
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1 "Ale Gary matters not, for my Gourd in 
& thered 

cf fait and b ach ghtful, under the Shadow pf 
„ Which I expected dag to have ſate, and even 


pleaſant Plant whic was N 


« h Rock of Ages cannot ſhelter me 1 well? F 
1 can behold that beloved Face no more, and 
„therefore I will not look upward to behold the 
«Face of Gop, I will not look forward to Chriſt 
«+ and to Heaven? Would chis, my Friends, be 
the Language of a real Chriſtian? Nay, are there 
not many abandon'd Sinners who would tremble 
at ſuch Expreſſions ? Yet is it not in effect the Lan- 
guage of our tumultuous Paſſions, when, like 
Rachel, we are for our Children, and will 
not be comforted, becauſe they are not y? Is it not our 
Language while we cannot, like the Rar Shund- 
arts to * 


e : 8 


i. Prove Patents, in uch a — 

' have farther Reaſon to fay, I is well, —as 
they may obſerve an apparent Tendeney in 

fuck a 1 to teach them a Variety 

of the inſtructive and uſeful Leſſons, in 

a very convincing and effectual Manner. 

is a juſt Obſervation of Selhmon, that the Rod 

and Reproof give Wiſdom ® ; and tis peculiarly appli- 


cable to ſuch a Chaſtiſement of our heavenly Fa- 


ther. It ſhould therefore be our great Care to hear 
the Rod and bim that hath appointed it * 3 and ſo far 
as it hath a Tendency to teach us our Duty, and 
to improve the divine Life in our Souls, we have 


the higheſt Reaſon to ſay, that 3t is indeed well. 


*Evzxy Afffiction hath in its Degree this kind 
of W and tis the very N for which 
we 
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wwe ars them: chaſtened, that we. may wall by. our 
Sorrows, and be made Parzakers.of God's Hobs, 


But this Diſpenſation is peculiarly: adapted, in a 3 
very affecting Manner, — to teach us the Vanity of 


the World,. — to warn us of the Approach of our 
own Death, to quicken us in the Duties incum- 
bent upon us, SIE to our ſurviving Children, 
and to produce a more -intire Reſignation to 
the Divine Vl, which is indeed the ſureſt Foun- 
dation of Quiet, and Source of Happineſs. 
ISBHALL inſiſt a little more particularly on each 
of theſe; and I deſire that it may be femembered 
that the Sight and Knowledge of ſuch aa of 
DONS as Are now before us, ſhould, in ſome _ 
Degree, be im nb" to theſe Purpoſes, even by 
thoſe Parents whoſe Families are moſt proſperous 
and joyful: May they learn Wiſdom and Piety 
from what we ſuffer, and their Improvements 


ſhall be acknowledged as an additional RIA Tf 
10 to lay, 1 is well. | 


1. Wazn Gov. takes away our Children from 
us, it is a very affertimg Fan of che Vanity 
of the World. 

Tu xx is hardly a Child born into it, on whom 


the Parents do not look with ſome pleaſing Ex- 
 pectarion that it ſhall comfort them concerning their 


Labour *, This makes the Toil of Education eaſy 
and delightful : And truly *tis very early that we 
begin to find a Sweetneſs in it, which abundantly 
repays all the Fatigue. Five, or four, or three, 
or two Years, make Diſcoveries which afford im- 


mediate Pleaſure, and which ſuggeſt future Hopes, 


Their Words, their Actions, their very Looks 
touch us, if they be amiable and Wr . Chil- 
dren, in a tender, but very powerfi Manner ; er 


a b Heb. xii. 10. © Gen. v. 29. 
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| ketle Mie twine about our Hearts ; and Ka y 


ſomething more penetrating in their firſt broken 


Accents of Indearment, than in all the Pomp and 


Ornament of Words. Every Infant-Year increaſes 
the Pleaſure, and nouriſhes the Hope. And where 
is the Parent fo wiſe and fo cautious, and fo con- 


ſtantly intent on his Journey to Heaven, as not to 
meaſure back a few Steps to Earth again, on ſuch 
a plauſible and decent Occaſion, as that of in- 
troducing the young Stranger into the Amuſements, | 


nay 5 where Circumſtances will admit it, 
into the Elegancies of Life, as well as its more 


ſerious and important Buſineſs? What fond Calcu- 


lations do we form of what it will be, from what i: 
is! How do we in Thought open every Bloſſom 
of Sprightlineſs, or Humanity, or Piety, to its. 
fall Spread, and ripen it to a ſudden Maturity! 
Bar, oh, who ſhall teach thoſe that have never felt 


it, how it tears the very Soul, when Gop roots up 


the tender Plant with an inexorable Hand, an 


withers the Bud in which the Colours were by . 


ing to glow! Where is now our Delight ? Where 
is our Hope? Is it in the Coffin? Is it in the 
Grave? Alas! all the Lovelineſs of Perſon, . of 
Genius, and of Temper, ſerves but to point and 
to poiſon the Arrow, which is drawn out of our 


8 Quiver to wound us. Vain, delufive, tranſi- 


ry Joys! And ſuch, Oh my Soul,” will the 


Chiiſtian lay, <* ſuch are thine earthly Comforts 


« in every Child, in every Relative, in every 


* Poſſeſſion of Life; ſuch are the Objects of thy 


« Hopes, and thy Fears, thy Schemes, and thy 
e Labours, where Earth alone is concerned. Let 


% me then, once for all, direct mine Eyes to ano- 
« ther and a better State. From theſe broken Ci- 
ee ferns, the Fragments of which may hurt me 


— © Indeed, but can no longer refreſh me, let me 
8 46 * 
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Ir] 1 
cr FOR to the Fountain of living Waters*, From” _ 
e theſe ſetting Stars, or rather theſe bright hut 
<« yaniſhing Meteors, which make my Darkneſs 
« ſo much the more: ſenſible, let me turn to the 
* Father of Lights. Oh Lord, What wait"1 for 

my Hope is in thee*, my ſure Abode, my ever-' 
66 « ating Confidence! My Gourds wither, m 
« Children die; but the Lord livetb, and b be. 
* my Rock, and let the God of my Salvation be en. 
&« alted*. I ſee, in one 123 more, the fad Ef. 
e fects of having over/ loved the Creature; let me 
% endeavour for the future, by the Divine Aſſi- 
% ſtance, to fix my Affections there where they 
* cannot exceed; but where all the Ardor of them 
«© will be as much my Security and my — * 
"+M neſs, as it is now my Snare and my nns 


. Taz Removal of our Children by ſuch a-. 
ful Strokes may warn us of the en of 
our own Death. | 

- HzrzBy Gop doth very ſenſibly ſhew-us, and: 

thoſe around us, that all Fleſb is as Graſs, and all 

the Glory and . Lovelineſs of it like the Flower of the" 

Fields, And when our own Habitations are made 

the Houſes of Mourning, and ourſelves the Leaders 

in that ſad Proceſſion, it may ſurely be expected 
that we ſhould lay it to Heart, ſo as to be quick-- 
en'd and improved by the View. Have my 

Children died in the Mami of their Days, and 

can I promiſe myſelf that I ſhall ſee the Evening 

<«. of mine? Now perhaps may I ſay, in a more 

« literal Senſe than ever, ' The Graves are ready for 

* men. One of my Family, and ſome of us may 

add, the Firſt-born of it, is gone as it were 

to | rake Poſſeſſion of the Sepulchre | in all our 
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6 Child in the ſame Bed; yea perhaps many of 
the Feet that ſullowed it mal attend me thither. 


Our Duſt ſhortly ſhall be blended t ogether ; 


and ho can tell but this Providenec * chief- 


. en intended as a Warning Blow to me, that 


eſe concluding Days of my Life might be 
60 more regular, more n more uſeful than 
. 21 former? 


5 Tus Providence before us may be farther 


M. ved to quicken us in the Duties of Life, 
—— eſpecially in the Education of ſurviring 
Childr 1 

Ar. is, on the Principles I hinted above, an En- 
gagement, that whatever our Hand findeth to do, we 
Aud do it with all our Might, ſince it fo plainly 
ſhews us that we are going 10 the Grave, where there 
it Device, nor Knowledge, nor Working: But 
permit me eſpecially to obſerve, how peculiarly the 
Sentiments we feel on theſe ſad Occaſions, may be 
improved for the Advantage of our dear Offspring; 
who yet remain, and Ties us to a proper Care 
in their religious 

We all ſee that it is a very en Duty, 

and: every Chriſtian Parent reſolves that he will ere 


lung apply himſelf to it; but I am afraid, great Ad- 
vantages are loſt by a Delay, which we think we 


can eaſily excuſe, Our Hands are full of a Variety 
of Affairs, and our Children are yet very young: 
We are there fore ready to imagine tis 4 good Huſ- 
bandry of Time to defer our Attem mpts for their 
Inſtruction to a more convenient Seaſon *, when they 
may be able to learn more in an Hour, than the 
Labour of Days could now teach-them ; beſides/that 
Ve are n ab of Danger in over-loading their 
2 SA | 1 „ 
> ke bk T3 $1 
Tec. i ix. 10. "Ann, 28. 
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irits, eſpecially when they are perhape 
| —__ * poſition, m— to — 

than wears a. adviſed and inſtructec. 
1 I beſeech you, my Friends, let us d 
tter with that Impartiali „Willich ee = | 
of Death hath a ee to 0c" Fane: . 
6 lovely Creature that Gon: en away, 
e tho? its Days were few, tho? its Faculties were 
<«< weak, yet might it not have known a great 
deal more of Religion than it did, and felt a 
great deal more of it too, had I faithfully and 
prudently done my Part? "How did it learn 
& age ſo ſoon, and in ſuch a Compaſs and 
« Readineſs? Not by multiplied Rules, nor la- 
« bour'd Inſtruction, but by Converfation. And 
« might it not have learn'd much more of Divine 
Things by Converſation too, if they had Been 
allowed a due Share in our Thoughts and our 
Diſcourſes; according to the Charge given to 
* the Iſraelites, to talk of them going out and coming 
* 4, lying down and rifmg up!? How ſoon did it 
learn TFrifles, and retain them, and after its little 
way obſerve and reaſon upon them, perhaps with 
a Vivacity that ſometimes ſurprized me And 
had I been as diligent as I ought, who can tell 
what Progreſs it might have made in Divine 
% Knowledge? Who can tell but, as a Reward to 


I theſe pious Cares, Gop might have put a Word 


into its dying Lips, which I might all my Life 
have recoll with Pleaſure, and an f its 
* feeble Mouth might have perfetted Praiſe mr 
My Friends, let us humble qurſelves deeply be- 
Pi Gop under a Senſe of ou ar pſt Neg, rd and 
let us learn our future Duty 
ready fondly to ſay, Oh. chat ivavere gelle = 
"MY S e to me again, tho? 8 
| DD: a+ ee t bur 


Deut. vi. 1 = Match. 21. 16. 
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5 but for a few Weeks or 3 how diligently: 


would I attempt to ſupply my former Defic: 


CIenNK / J 


cc cies!” Unprofitable Wiſh! Yet may the 
Thought be improved for the good of 3 


Children. 


How ſhall we expreis our Affection to 


them? Not ſurely by indulging all the Demand 


af Appeti 


te and Fancy, in many carly Inſtances 


fo hazardous, and ſo fatal; not by a Solicitude 
to treaſure = Wealth for them, whoſe only Por- 


tion may 


ps be a little Coffin and Shrowd. 


verw our trueſt Kindneſs to them will be to en- 
deavour, by Drvine Grace, to form them to an 
cacly Inquiry after Gop, and Chriſt, and Heaven, 
and a Love for real Goodneſs in all the Forms of 
it which may:come within their Obſervation and 


Notice. Let us apply ourſelves immediately to 
this Taſk, as thoſe that remember there is a double 


Uncertainty, 


in their Lives, and in ours. In a 


Word, let us be that with regard to every Child 


that yet remains, which we propoſed and engaged 
to be to that which is taken away, when we pleaded 


with Gop for the Continuance of its Life, at leaſt 
for a little while, that it might be farther aſſiſted 


in the Pr 


eparations for Death and Eternity. If 


ſuch Reſolutions be formed and purſued, the Death 
of one may be the Means of ſpiritual Life to many 


if ic teach us ſo b e he 


and we ſhall ſurely have Reaſon to: 885 it is we | 


"ſk 


Tux Providence before us may Abd a facial | 
Tendency to improve our Reſignation to the 


Divine Will; and if it does fo, it will in- 
deed be well. 


iT HERE is e, wee eee of Mind | 
0 ſweet and fo reaſonable, as that which we feel, 
when we humbly refer ourſelves in all Things to 


the Divine 7 in an intire Th of our 


1 


- 


ſuch a Mixture of human Interpoſition, that we are 


5 Land, that we mu 


rw a? 8 8 EY ͤ V 
EE a. at 5 


1 0 


on Will, ſeeing and owning the Hand of Gop, 


and bowing, before it with a filial Acquieſcence. | #7 


This is chiefly to be learn'd from ſuffering; and 


perhaps there is no Suffering which is fitter to teach 
it, than this. In many — 5 Afffictions there is 


ready to imagine, we may be allowed to complain, 
and to chide a little. Indignation mingles itſelf with 
our Grief; and when! it does ſo, it warms the Mind, 
tho' with a feyeriſh Kind of Heat, and in an unna- 
tural Flow 78 rits, 75 the Heart into . For- 
getfulneſs of Gop. ere it is ſo rently his 
ur het it to him, pt. it will, 
pear bold Impiety to quarrel at what is done. 73 
other Inſtances we canſat leaſt fatter ourſelves with 
Hope, that the Calamity may be diyerted, or the 
Enjoyment recovered; but here alas! there is no 
Hope. Tears will not,“ as „, Sir William Ti | 
finel: J expreſſes it, . water the lovely. Plant fo as 
4 to wenn it to grow again; Sighs will in 155 . 
4 


<« it new Breath, nor can we furniſh it with 

and Spirits by the Waſte of our on.“ 

Sentence is fin ly gone forth, and the laſt fat 

Stroke irrecoverably given. Oppolition is vain” 

a forced Submiſſion gives but little Reſt to he 

Mind ; a cordial Acquieſcence in the Divine Will 

is the only thing in the whole World that can eaſe 

the labour! cart, and reſtore true Serenjty. 

Remaining i rruption will work of ſuch an Occa- 

ſion, and a painful Struggle will convince the Chri- 

ſtian how imperfe& his preſent Attainments.are : 
And this pil probably Kad him to an attentive 
eview of 9 great Reaſons for Submiſſion; it 

will lead him to urge them on his own Soul, and to 

Bom them with Gop in Prayer; till at length the 
torm is laid, and Tribulation worketh Patience, aud 


6 N 5 Patience 
TE. Teng Efſays, Vol. I. p. 158. 4 co Fea 
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Vine, der et will T rejoice i the" Tard, and joy in 
| the God of my Salvation. And when we are brought 


* 


breaks forth. in its Strength 


vr are awakened: to ſerious Ff ar 0 
latter End; if by it we are quickned in the Duties of 


taken way in their early Days. 


iv. wlt. 


—_ 


7 Pay} 
maketh not aſhamed, while the Love of Gol ir ſo fed: 


Ad in the Heart, as to humble it for every 


Peceding Oppoſition, and to bring it even to 4 
real A robation of all that ſo wiſe and good a 
Friend done ; reſigning every other Intereſt 


aud Enjoyment to his Diſpolat;” and ſitting down 


Rares do not boſom, and there be 10 Fruit i the 


e this, the whole Horizon Years, and the Sun 
' Now I appeal to every filicetc Chriſtian in this 
Aſſembly, whether there will hot be Reaſon indeed 
to tay it i wal, if by this painful Affiction we 
more ſenſibly learn the FREE Te Creature; if 

oughts'of our own 


Life, and formed to a more intire Reſigriation of 
Soul Ul, I ſhall 


Soul, and Acquieſcence in the Divine 


- enly add once more, and tis a Thought of delight- 
1 $4 x +3434. RICE 141 91 ee 
nn =. Babe 


IV. TxAT. pious Parents have Reaſon to hope, 
.̃t is uell with thoſe dear Creatures who are 


F'; 


* 49, <4 4 * 

Z 

#8 ant . 
„ 


Is x not that the Word of Gov hath anywhere 

aſſed a damnatory Sentence on any Infants and if 
it has not, I am ſure we have no Authority to do it; 
eſpecially conſidering with how much Compaſſion 
the Divine Being ſpeaks of them in the Inſtance of 
the Nimevites?, and on ſome other Occafions. Per- 


| haps, as ſome pious Divines have conjectured, they 


may conſtitute a very conſiderable' Part of the 
GIF. «> 4 Fas nee | 
As 1 Number 


4 


P . oO oo 29 Oo” 


f * 


81 a e 
; „ 
© * * 
| 23 ] 
: 1 1 — 


| Number of the Elect, and, a in Alam they 41 


died, they may in Chrift all be made alive d. At leaſt, 


methinks, from the Covenant which on m | 
with Abraham, and his Seed, ibo 


are come upon the believing Gentiles", there is nen 


to hope well concerning the Infant Oſfpring f 


Gop's People, early — and often recom- 
mended to him, that their Sauls will be bound in 


ee amd „e le for their Parents 
Ft 


Ir is, indeed, impoſſible for us to fay, een 


Children may be capable of contracting perſonal © 


Guilt, They are bout able to diſtinguiſh, in 
ſome Degree, between Right and Wrong; and ds 


doo plain, that they as r. in many 1 


forget the 


ture 8 begin eaxly do work, and hes the Need of 
| Gia ; yet, without a Miracle, it can- 
not be expected that much of the Chriſtian Scheme 


ſhould-be underſtood by theſe little Creatures, in 


the firſt dawning of Reaſon, tho? a few evangeli- 
cal Phraſes may — wi taught, and, ſometimes, by a 


happy kind of Accident, may de nen; applied. 
„ perhaps, take 


The tender Heart of a Parent 
a Hint, from hence to terrify: itſelf, and exaſperate 
all its other Sorrows, by that fad Thought, „What 
«. if my dear Child 2 periſhed for ever? gone 
from our Embraces, dre all the little Pleaſures 


we could give it, to everlaſting Darkneſs and 
„ Pain? Horrible Imagination! And Satan 


may, perhaps, take the Advantage of theſe. gloomy 


Moments, to aggravate every little Infirmity into 
a Crime, and to throw us into an Agony, which 


no other View of the Affliction can poſſibly give, 


to a Soul cok with a — of Eternity. 


— 
—_— — rr 2 
. A * L 


Nor 


Cy 100. xv. 22. me Gal, i ul. * | . | 1Sam--x50\ 29. 
* Rom, . % e ee HEINE 797 


L 2 of Nature, that hath a more 


oF "1 
5 Nor do I know a Thought, in che whole Compith 


powerful Tendeney'to 
produce ſuſpicious Notions of Gop; and a ſecret 
| 1 of Heart from hiu. 
No for this very Reaſon; methinks, we'ſhould 
© guard. againſt ſo harſh a Concluſion, leſt we, at 
once, injure the Divine Being, and torture ourſelves, 
And, ſurely, we may eaſily fall on ſome Reflections 
which may incourage our Hopes, where little Chil- 
aten are concerned; and *tis only of that Caſe that 
Lam now fp king. Let us think of the bleſſed 
God, as the great Parent of univerſal Nature; 
whoſe tender Mercies are over all his Works t; who 
declares that Judgment is his range Work; he 
i ven) pitiful, and of tender Merty'*, gracious and full 
Compaſſiun x; who delighteth in 5775 ; who wait. 
eib to be gracious * ;) and endureth, with much Long- 
Juffering, even the Veſſels of Wrath fitted to Deſtruc- 
| He intimately knows our Frame b, and our 
8 ʒ he ſees the Weakneſs of che unform- 
ed Mind; how forcibly the volatile Spirits are ſtruck 
with a thouſand new amuſing Objects around ity 
and born away as a Feather before the Wind and, 
on the other hand, how, when Diſtempers ſctze it, 
the feeble Powers are over born in a Moment; 
and renderꝰd incapable of any Degree of Applica 
tion and Attention. And, Lord, wilt thou pe 
ikine Eyes on ſucb a one, to Mig it imo ſtrict Jude. 
ment with thee ©? Amidſt all the Inſtances of "thy: 
Patience, and thy Bounty, to the moſt abandon'C 
of Mankind, are theſe little helpleſs Creatures the 
Objects _ thy e Veen _ W 85 
are Hg 070 5 
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Lr us farther conſider, as it is a very conn: 
wrtable Thought in theſe Circumſtances, the com- 
paſſionate Re — which the bleſſed 70e expreſſed 
to little Children. He was mach diſpleaſed with 
thoſe who forbad their being brought to him; and 
Suffer them to come unto me, and forbid them 
not, for of fuch is the Ringdom of GOD: and taks 
ing them up in bis Arms, be laid his Hands upon 
them, and bleſſed them *. In another Inſtance we are 
told, that he zook a little Child, (who appears to have 
been old enough to come at his Call er ſet him in 
the Mit of bis Diſciples, and ſaid, Except ye become 

as Hie Children, you ſhall in no wiſe enter "into the 
| dom of Heaven *. May we not then hope that 
many little Children are admitted into it? And 
may not that Hope be greatly confirmed from 
Whatever, of an amiable and regular Diſpoſition, 
We have obſerved in thoſe thatiare taken away ? If 
we have ſeen + a Tenderneſs of Conſcience in any thing 
which they apprebended would diſpleaſe the great and good 
GOD; a F a to Truth; a Readineſs to attend on Di- 
vine W, orſsip, from ſome imperfet? Notion of its gene- 
ral . though the Particulars f it could not be 
undenſtood; an open, candid, benevolent Heart; a. ten- 
fey Senſe of Obligation, and a Dejire, according . 
their little Power, to repay it; may we not hope that 


theſe. were ſome of the firſt Fruits of the Spirit, | 


-which he would, in due Time, have ripened into 
mary Graces, and are now, on a ſudden, 4 
ed by that great Age Agent who worker 
all, and in all ? F 
. 8 RE I am, that hls bleſſed Spirit hath no ih- 
<onkidefable York to 3 on the _— ſhed 


99 Mark x. 13.—16. © Mat. xviii. 2, 3. b Rom. 
Vi. 23. s 1 Cor. x11 

+ I bleſs Gos, all theſe Things were very evident in that - 
car Child, whoſe Death — this Diſcourſe. 


„ Creature be fallen aſleep in Chriſt > ; 3 if tha 


| 26 ] 
bliſhed Chriſtians, to finiſh them to a complete 
Meetneſs for the Heavenly World: Would to 
Gop, there were no greater Blemiſhes to be obſerv- 


ed in their Character, than the little Vanities 


of Children! With infinite Eaſe then can he per- 


fect what is lacking in their unfiniſhed Minds, and 


pour out upon them, in a Moment, that Light and 
Grace, which ſhall qualify them for a State, in 


Compariſon of which, ours on Earth is but Child- 
hood or Infancy. 


Now what a noble Source of Conſolation is here! 


Then may the affectionate Parent ſay, It is well, 
not only with me, but with the Child too: In- 


<< comparably better than if my ardent Wiſhes, 
e and importunate Prayers for its Recovery, had 
<« been anſwered. II is indeed well, if that beloved 

t dear 


« Lamb be folded in the Arms of the compaſ- 
« ſionate Shepherd, and gathered into his graci- 
« ous Boſom. Self- love might have led me to 
« with its longer Continuance here; but if I truly 


* loved my Child with a ſolid, e Affection, 1 


„ ſhould much rather rejoice, to think it is gone 10 


<< a heavenly Father, and to the World of perfect- 
ed Spirits above. Had it been ſpared to me, 
* how ſlowly could I have taught it! and in the 
<< full Ripeneſs of its Age, what had it been, when + 


„ compared with what it now is! How is it ſhot 
* up on a ſudden, from the Converſe and the 
Toys of Children, to be a Companion with 
„ Saints and Angels, in the Employment, and the 
„ Bleſſedneſs of Heaven ! Shall I then complain 


cc of it as a rigorous Severity to my Family, that 


Goy hath taken it to the Family above? And 


& what if he hath choſen to beſtow the diſtinguiſh- 
e ed Fayour on tbat one of my little Flock, who 
1 Cor, xv. 18. i John xiv, 28. 


cc was 
. 1 de - k > 3 1 


( 27] | 
cc was formed to take the tendereſt Hold of my 
« Heart? Was there Unkindneſs in that? What 
« if he ſaw, that the very Sprightlineſs and Soft- 
«© neſs which made it to me ſo exquiſitely delight- 
« ful, might, in Time, have betrayed it into Ruin; 
and took this Method of ſheltering it from 
« Trials which had, otherwife, been too hard for 
« it, and fo fixing a Seal on its Character and 
„ Happineſs? What if that ftrong Attachment 
« of my Heart to it, had been a Snare to the 
Child, and to me? Or what if it had been 
* otherwiſe? Do I need additional Reaſons to 
« juſtify the Divine Conduct, in an Inſtance which 
my Child is celebrating in the Songs of Hea- 
<« yen? If it is a new and untaſted Affliction to 
, have ſuch a tender Branch lopp*d off, it is alſo 
4 a new Honour to be the Parent of a glorified 
„ Saint.“ And, as good Mr. Howe expreſſed it 
on another Occaſion, F GOD be pleaſed, and 
„ His gloriſied Creature be pleaſed, wha are we that we 
e ſhould be diſpleaſed? * | ee 
„Could I wiſh, that this young Inhabitant of 
Heaven ſhould be degraded to Earth again? 
« Or would it thank me for that Wiſh ? Would 
it ſay, that it was the Part of a wiſe Parent, to 
call it down from a Sphere of fuch exalted Ser- 
* vices and Pleaſures, to our low Life here upon 
&« Earth? Let me rather be thankful for the plea- 
„ ſing Hope, that tho* Gop loves my Child too 
« well to permit it to return to me, he will cre 
long bring me to it. And then that endeared 
* paternal Affection, which would have been a 
Cord to tie me to Earth, and have added new 
Pangs to my Removal from it, will be as a golden 
Chain to draw me upwards, and add one far- 
„ ther Charm and Joy even to Paradiſe itſelf.“ 
E 2 - "And. 
* Howe's Life, pag. 32. Fol. Edit. 


* 


„ 
* > 


* 


ſometimes, before we are aware, fink to th 


[24] 


. Had ch, how great a Joy! to view the Change, 
and to compare that dear Idea, fo fondly laid up, ſo 


often reviewed, with the now glorious Original, 
in the Improvements of the upper World To 


| borrow the Words of the ſacred Writer, in a very 
different Senſe ? I ſaid, Fwas deſolate and bereaved of 


5 Children, and who bath brought up tbeſe? I was left 
«© alone, and theſe where have they been? * Was this 
% my Deſolation ? ? this my Sorrow ? to part with 


*© thee for a few Days, that, I might receive thee for 


“ ever}, and find thee what thou now art!“ It is 


for no Language, but that of Heaven, to deſcribe 


the ſacred Joy which ſuch a Meeting muſt occaſion. 
- In the mean time, Chriſtians, let us keep up the 
lively Expectation of it, and let what has befallen us 
draw our Thoughts upwards.” Perhaps they will 
Grave, 

and dwell in the Tombs that contain the poor - 
Remains of what was once ſo dear to us. But let 
them take Flight from thence to more noble, more 
delightful ae And Fwill add, let the Hope 
we have of the Happineſs of our Children render 


Sion ſtill: dearer to our Souls. We feel a very 


tender Senſe of the Kindnek which our Friends ex- 


C-- 


8 7 "vs xlix, 21.  Philem. wer. 13. 


N * what ſhall ſhortly be done.” I is therefore well. 


fed towards them, and think, indeed very 
that their affectionate Care for them lays a 
arch Obligation upon us. What Love then, wore 
what Service do we owe to thee, oh gracious Fa- 
ther, who haſt, we hope, received them into thine 
Houſe above, and art now entertaining them there 
with unknown Delight, tho? our Gs Methods 
of Commerce with them be cut off! Lord,“ 
ſhould each of us fay in ſuch a Caſe, 1 would 
take what thou art doing to my Child as done, 


+ to my ſelf, and as a Specimen and Earneſt of 


Ir 


Fu 


IT only remains, at 1 3 vich e — | 
Hints of nder Improvement. | | 


1. LE I pious Parents, who have ow" er 
Children in 4 par ied Age, join with others 
in ſaying, It is well. f 
My Friends, the Reaſons which I have been 
urging at large, are common to you with us; and 
permit me to add, that as your Caſe has its pecu- 
for Diſtreß, it has, I think, in a yet greater Nes. 
gree, its peculiar Conſolations too. | 
| 15 KNOW you will ſay, that it is inexpreſſibly y grie- * 
vous and painful, to part with Children who were 
grown up into moſt amiable Friends, who were 
your Companions in the Ways of Gon, and con- 
cerning whom you had a maſt agreeable. Proſpect, 
„ that they would have been the Ornaments and 
| Supports of Religion in the riſing Age, and exten-. 
five Bleſſings to the World, long after you had, 
uitted it, Theſe Reaſonings have, undoubtedly 
eir Weight: and they have ſo, when conſidere 2 
in a very different View, Muſt you not acknow- 
ledge it is well, that you enjoyed ſo 182 Years 
of Comfort in them? that you reape much ſo- 
lid Satisfaction from them ? rn aw ae DOE: | 
. ces of a Work of Grace upon E 775 
give you ſuch abundant Reaſon to conc TB 
they are now received to that Inheritance of Glory: f 
for which they were ſo apparently made meet 2 : 
Some of them, perhaps, * already quitted their 
Father's Houſe: 155 Br others, had Gop. ſpared 
their Lives, they might have been tranſplanted into 
I 8 own: And if, inſtead of being re- 
moved to another Houſe, or Town, or County, 
they are taken by Gop into another World, is 
that a Matter of ſo great Complaint z when that 
Mew is ſo much better, and you are yourſelves ſo 


near 


[ 30] 
near it? I put it to your Hearts, Chriſtians, Would 
you rather have — to have buried them in their 
Infancy, or never to have known the Joys and the 
Hopes of a Parent, now you know the Viciſſitude 
of Sorrow, and of Diſappointment? But perhaps, 
you will ſay, that you chiefly grieve for that Loſs 
which the World has ſuſtained by the Removal of 
thoſe, from whom it might reaſonably have expect- 
ed ſo much future Service. This is, indeed, a ge- 
nerous, and a Chriſtian Sentiment, and there * 
ſomething noble in thoſe Tears which flow on ſuch 
a Conſideration. But do not ſo remember your 
Relation to Earth, as to forget that which you bear 
to Heaven; and do not ſo wrong the Divine Wiſ- 
dom and Gocdneß, as to ſuppoſe, that when he 
takes away from hence promiſing Inſtruments of 
Service, he there lays them by as uſeleſs. Much 
more reaſonable is it to conclude, that their Sphere | 
of Action, as well as Happineſs, is inlarged, and 
that the Church above hath gained incomparably 

more, than that below can be ſuppoſed to have 
loft by their Death. | 

- On the whole, therefore, far from complain- 

ing of the Divine Conduct in this Reſpect, it will 
become you, my Friends, rather to be very thank- 
ful that theſe dear Children were ſpared ſo Ong 3 z. 
to accompany and entertain you in 15 many Stag 
of your ſhort Journey thro? Life, to er > 
many of your Hopes, and to eſtabliſh ſo many 
more beyond all Fear of Diſappointment. Reflect 
on all that Gop did in, and upon them, on all he 
was beginning to do by them, and on what you 
have great Reaſon to believe he is now doing for 
them; and adore his Name, that he has left you 
theſe dear Memorials, by which your Caſe is fo 
happily diſtinguiſhed from ours, whoſe Hopes 
in our Child . 15 3 —_ 

eirs, 


= 4 | ati we a 8 


De Refleions of a pious Parent on the Death of a wicked 
Child. . 
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theirs, who ſaw thoſe who were once ſo dear to 
them, periſhing, as they have Cauſe to fear, in 


the Paths of the Deſtroyer 
Bur while I ſpeak thus, methinks I am alarm- 
ed, leſt I ſhould awaken the far more grievous Sor- 


' rows of ſome mournful Parent, whom it will not be 


ſo eaſy to comfort. My Brethren and Friends, 
what ſhall I fay to you, who are lamenting over 

your Abſaloms, and almoſt wiſhing you had died for 
U m ? Shall I urge you to ſay it is well? Perhaps 
you may think it a great Attainment, if, like Aaron, 
when his Sons died before the Lord, you can hold your 


Peace, under the awful Stroke. My Soul is trou- 


bled for you; my Words are almoſt fwallowed up. 
I cannot unſay what I have elſewhere ſaid at large 
on this melancholy Subject. Yet let me remind 
you of this, that you do not certainly know what 
Almighty Grace might do for theſe lamented 
Creatures, even in the lateſt Moments, and have 
therefore no Warrant confidently to - pronounce 
that they are aſſuredly periſhed. And if you cannot 


but tremble in the too probable Fear of it, labour 
to turn your Eyes from ſo dark a Proſpect, to 


thoſe better Hopes which Gop is ſetting before 
you. For ſurely you ſtill have abundant Reaſon 
to rejoice in - that Grace, which gives your own 


Lives to you as a Prey, and has brought. you ſo near 
to that bleſſed World, where, hard as it is now to 
conceive it, you will have laid aſide every Affection 

of Nature, which interferes with the Intereſts of 
Gop, and prevents your moſt chearful Acquieſ- 


cence in every Particular of his * and gracious 
Determinations. 


m 2 Sam. xviii. 33- Le. X.'3. 
In the Sixth of my baſs Perſons, intitled 
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to think of the Lofs of dur Children with a 
ſlaviſn Dread. 

Fi is to a Parent indeed weh 4 cutting Stroke, 
"Ui I wonder not if Nature ſhrink back at the 
very Mention of it: And, perhaps, it would make 
_ "thoſe to whom Gop hath denied Children more 
*eafy, if they knew what ſome of the happieſt Pa: 
rents feel in an uncertain Apprehenſion of the Loſs 
of theirs: An Apprehenſion which ſtrikes with 
_ peculiar Force on the Mind, when rience hath 
. " taug ght us the Anguiſh of fuch an Af iction in for- 
mer Inſtances. But let us not anticipate Evils : 
Perhaps all our Children, who are hitherto ſpared, 
may follow us to the Grave: Or, if otherwiſe, we 
\ forrow not as thoſe who have no Hope». We may 
have Reaſon ſtill to fay ; I 75 well, and, thro? Divine 
Grace, we may alſo have Hearts to fay i it. What- 
ever we-loſe, if we be the Children of Gop, we 
- ſhall never loſe our Heavenly Father. He will ftill 
1 be our Support, and our Joy. And therefore let 
As turn all our Anxiety about uncertain, future 
EVuxents, into a holy Solicitude to pleaſe him, and 
do promote religious Impreſſions in the Hearts of 
„ our dear Offspring; that if Gop ſhould fee fit to 
FH take them away, we may have a Claim to the full 
Conſolations, which I have been e in the 

1 e Diſcourſe. Veg 


WEL, Be. Lt us not dank in ki e or 

bpPreaz out into clamorous Complaints if Gop 

has brought this heavy Affliction upon us. 

i A STUPID Indifference would be abſurd and un- 
3 wart Gop and Man might look upon. us as act- 

= . moſt e Bau. e we el like Go | 


„ 1 The, iv, we A 
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e . 

ere bat 
Let us forrow 

Den tee Pants 1 he fot one} 


2 forget that we are Chriſtian: Let us 


remember how common the Calamity is; fe Pa- 
rents are exempt from it; ſome of the moſt pious 
and excellent have loft amiable Children th Cir- 


cumſtances perha is 
A Trial which r 


ome who have been eminently dear to him; as we 
—k IN 

Let us recollect our many Offences 
bay our — — thoſe Sins which ſuc 
rly bring to our Remem 


a Diſpenſation ma 
A qa; ere llence us, and teach us to 


own, that "lis of the Lord's Mercies we ite tot . 
ties deſerve :. Let us look round on our ſurviving 
Comforts ;. let us look forward to our future, our - 
eternal Hopes; and we ſhall ſurely ſee; that there 


is ſtill Room for Praiſe, fill a for it. Let us 


review the Particulars mentioned above; and then 
let Conſcience determine whether it ID not be= 
come us, in this particular Inſtance; to ſa it ſtea- 
dily, and chearfully too, Even zbis is well. And 
may the Gop of all Grace and Comfort apply theſe 


_ Conſiderations to our Mind, that we may not only 
dyn them, but feel ther, as a reviving 
when our Heart is overwhelmed within us! In che 
mean Time, let me beſeech you whoſe Taberaclks 
urs in Peace u, and whoſe Cen 


ene, 
chat you would not be ſevere in cenfiring oor = 


4 "PR till you have * known” our 


Sorrows, . 


PA POTTY 6; 1 * 1 Rings wii. 18. r 
23. r 13. Job v. 24. 27 


Wy . Jn ar \ DA ny 15 oY Wornrwood at 


2 N 
= 10 5 fr SOS ot us — are 1 — F ks Rod, ke 
> very ſolicitous to improve it aright, chat in 
__ pla ry = jog marr yu hom 
8 EAR, my Brethren, my Friends and Fellow- 
_ Xx Sufferers, hear and ſffer the word of Exbortation v. 
=. Lt us be much concerned, that we may not bear all 
ite Smart of ſuch an Affliction, and, through our 
1 own Folly, of all that Benefit which might, 
= | otherwiſe, be a rich Equivalent. In Proportion to 
1 the Grievouſneſs of the Stroke, ſhould be our Care 
= to attend to the Deſign. of it. Let us, now Gop 
is calling us to Mourning and Lamentation, be 
A ſearching and trying cur Ways, that we may turn again 
BY unto the Lord s. Let us review the Conduct of our 
I Lives, and the State and Tenour of our Affections, 
| 


that we may obſerve, what hath been deficierit, 


1 and - what irregular; that proper Remedies may 
be applied, and thoſe important Leſſons more 
* thoroughly learnt, which I was mentioning under 
the former Branch of my Diſcourſe. Let us pray, 
that through our Tears we may read our Duty, 


po melted, that our Droſs may be purged away, 
=; - an the Divine Image inſtamped on our Souls in 
| brighter and fairer Characters. To ſum up all in 
one Word, let us endeavour to ſet our Hearts 
ma-ore on that Gop, who is infinitely better to us than 


deen Chilaren®, who, hath given us. a Name better than 
_— IS that of Sons. or of Daughters d, and can abundantly 
| * * _ * Jupply the Place of all earthly Enjoyments with 
|. © N een of his Grace; Nay, per- 
= haps, 
= * * . il. 49, 2 20. * N Heb. 3 xiii, £22: IF: Lam, 11. 40 40. 
3 Pr 18. „ . 
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and that by the Heat of the Furnace we may be 
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| 1 which we may be more perfectly formed for ik. 


uren, if it bring us nearer to our heavenly Father 3 
and teach us, (inſtead of filling this Vacancy in our ; 4 
Heart with ſome new Vanity, which may ſho . , 


.. temper the moſt diſtaſteful Ingredients of the other. NY 
I 
- were, as we once expected they would have been, 


| haps; we may add, ade back Feines ils Daß > 1 

ung of out Float left to our — Detrimens t. 

ſmould fill his Place there, and, 

from his Love and Service, have a fatal Influen 
on our preſent Peace, and our future Happineſs. 


by alienating” 


5 


ExTEZNYAL Glory, my Friends, is 1 great a” 


d the compleat Love and Se 
of Gop ſo unutterably deſirable; that it is Well 
worth our while to bear the ſharpeſt Sorrows, By 


We may even congratulate the Death of our 'Chit- 


renew our Sortows,) to conſecrate the whole of it 


to him who alone deſerves,” and can alone anſwer 


the moſt intenſe Affection. Let us try what of this 


kind may be done. We are now going to the 
Table of the Lord *, to that very Table where 


our Vows have often been ſealed, where our Com- ij 
forts have often been reſigned, where our Iſhac's 
have been conditionally facrificed, and where we Bf 


commemorate the real Sacrifice which Gov hath 
made even of his only begotten Son for us. May 
our other Sorrows be ſuſpended, while we mourn 


for him whom we have pierced, as for an only Son, and 


are in en as for a Firſt-born®, From his Blood 
Conſolations ſpring up, which will flouriſh even 
on the Graves of our dear Children; and the 
Sweetneſs of that Cup which he there gives us, will 


Our Houſes are not ſo with GOD, as" they once 1 1 | * 
but He hath 1 with us an everlaſting Covenant, and 
ches 


; * X, B. This Sermon yas preached Sober 3, e * þ 
Sacrament Day. The Child died Oauber 1. 31, © 
A; ech. xii. IQ. 
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